Letter No 32 Response to Offer of Placement – Parent Attachment to IEP (or you can use the text in a letter to the school. Only use the requests that are applicable to your child)

Parent Attachment of Parental Concerns and Information for IEP of ____ (date)_____
______________________________________

(Student’s Name)

I would like to obtain more information about the appropriateness of the placement that you have offered to my child.  As a member of the IEP and as the parent of the student, I request that the school district address my concerns by answering, in writing, the following questions that I have regarding the offer of placement that you made to my child:

1.How many children are generally in the class?  School? How many boys and how many girls? What are the ages of the children?

2.How many teachers are in the class? What is each of the teacher’s qualifications - education, training and experience? What is the schedule of each of the teachers in the class?

3.How many aides are in the class? What is the education, training and experience of each of the aides?  What is the schedule of each of the aides in the class? Will my child have a one on one aide?

4. How high functioning is each child in the class?  What kinds of behavior problems do each of the children have? What is the communication ability of each child in the class?

5.What kinds of support people and additional services do you have available for the children? Speech and language?  Occupational therapy? What is the education, training and experience of each of those people?  What is the schedule of each of those people as far as being available to children in the classroom?  

6.When a child is pulled out to have speech and language or occupational therapy in a group, how many children are in the group? How long is the session? On what days? What is the education, training and experience of each of the services providers particularly in regards to autism? Will there be  a log kept of the services provided?

7.Is there a behaviorist on staff? What is the education, training and experience of the behaviorist? How often is the behaviorist available to the children?

8.Is there a physical education component in the placement? What kinds of activities to the children engage in?  What are the qualifications of the person that supervises the physical education in regards to autism?

9.Is there a lunch program?  What kinds of foods are served?

10.Is there a nurse on duty full-time? If not, how often is the nurse there and how does he or she deal with injuries and illnesses when he/she isn't there? 

PARENT  (If your child has specific health needs or medication needs, ask how each of those needs will be met.)


11.What methodologies are used? Strategies? How is each of the methodologies applied? Why to you believe that the methodologies that you will use are the most appropriate to address my child’s unique needs? What other methodologies did you consider and why were those methodologies not chosen?

12.What kinds of academics are taught in the class? Living skills? Social skills?

13.What kinds of assistive technology are used? Is there an assistive technology person there that that has education, training and/or experience with assistive technology with students with autism? Describe the qualifications of each person.

14.Given the assessments of academics and social skills that were performed on my child, do you think that the class might be too easy or too overwhelming for my child. How are the academics and other activities organized?

15.Is there homework assigned to the children? What types of homework is assigned and what is the difficulty level?

16. Please describe the classroom environment? Describe the guidelines regarding expectations for appropriate and inappropriate behavior. How are inappropriate behaviors addressed? Appropriate behaviors?

Are there picture or written schedules so a change in activities can be anticipated or predicted by the child?

17. What qualifications does each of the teachers and aides have in each methodologies that are used?

18. Is there a cap on the number of students that potentially could be in the class  (whether officially or unofficially)? If so, how many students?

 
19.  How are the academics organized? In other words, do the students have the same "periods" each day, at that same time, or does it vary from day to day?


20.  Would my child be mainstreamed for anything? (PE, non-academics, lunch, recess)  Please provide specifics.  For instance, what is PE like? (How many children, what kind of supervision, etc?) What opportunities will my child have to model children that are higher functioning - socially, verbally, and academically?

21. If my child is to be mainstreamed for lunch/ recess, how many children are out at the same time for lunch/recess and what kind of supervision will my child have?

22. Do you have any social skills groups for the children?  If so, what is the emphasis of the group?  Who supervises it and what is their education, training and experience of the person in autism and social skills training?  How many children are in the group?

23. What research do you have to support the use of the methodology to be used for children of this age group? Why do you think that this methodology is appropriate for my child? How does it address the specific unique needs of my child?

(PARENT - LIST NEEDS OF YOUR CHILD)

24. Please describe the data collection process that will be used for each of the goals and objectives in my child’s IEP. How will progress on the Goals and Objectives be reported to me?

25. How was the determination as to the amount of speech and language therapy determined for my child? Occupational therapy?

26. How will the speech and language, occupational therapy services be delivered to my child and how will these services be integrated into my child’s daily curriculum? How many children will be in the group, if group therapy will be provided?

27. How are accommodations made in the classroom for children with different learning profiles and needs?

28. What other options for placement did the school district consider for my child and why were those options determined to be inappropriate or less appropriate?

29. Why does the school district believe that the placement offered is appropriate for my child?

(PARENT - Extra Questions for Early Intervention Students – Recommendations from the NRC)

30. How many hours of intensive instructional programming will be provided? Will it be for the full year including summer? The NRC recommends an intensive instructional program for 5 days a week and at least 25 hours a week for the full year.

31. Will there be planned teaching opportunities organized around brief periods of time (for the youngest children) Is there ongoing data collection and assessments of the child’s progress, and evaluation of the program to so that adjustments can be made.

32. Is there a parent-training program? What parent training did the IEP team consider for me?

33. What are the student/teacher ratios?

Questions about the Qualifications of the Teachers, Aides and Service Providers  

I request information in response to each question below to be provided for each teacher, aide, or other service provider who might work with my child in the placement or program that you are offering:

34. The experience that the person has working with children 

35. The training that the person has in autism

36. The education that the person has in autism

37. The experience, training and education that each person has in special education.

38. The experience, training and education that each person has with data collections systems.

39. The experience, training and education that this person has with applied behavior analysis.

40. The experience, training and education that this person has with naturalistic learning.

41. The experience, training and education that this person has with assistive technology for children with autism.

42. The experience, training and education that this person has with socialization of children with autism.

43. The experience, training and education that this person has teaching children with autism communication skills.

44. The experience, training and education that this person has with inclusion of children with autism.

45. The experience, training and education that this person has with adaptation of the environment with  children with autism.

46. The experience, training and education that this person has with language interventions for  children with autism.

47. The experience, training and education that this person has in assessing children with autism.

(PARENT) You may wish to add similar questions about each methodology used in your child’s program.

(Your Name)

